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The Under Secretary mat with President Videla for approximately ; 
90 minutes. ° 

Mr. Newsom opened the conversation, outlining the purpose of his 
mission, on behalf of the Secretary of State, to s*eek an. improve- 
ment iri bilateral relations . The Under-Secretary said" that he 
recognized the problems Argentina confronted and the extraordinary 
steps that had to be taken to face the situation. He- acknowledged;, 
important Argentine: steps to restore normalcy, including Christmas ; 
release*, action on the Deutsch and Timerman cases , and Red: Cross . 
visits. The Under Secretary further acknowledged Pres'ident-vX^.^V" 
Videla' s interest in good relations as manifested by the. ratifi- 

: cation of Tlatelolco, . a= new civil air agreement and the resolution 

- of all but one investment dispute. 



President. Videla welcomed the dialogue V he said he began 
President Carter and Secretary Vance. He commented that dialogue ■; 
Is 'worthwhile ' ay«n .iX-'^iMa^«tt#bie'. ^hing***** said; .«• 

Hr. Newsom noted that he had read the reports of conversations; : 
between Videla and Presid.-ot Carter, Secretary: Vance, and Assistant 
Secretaries Todman and^ Der ian . ; rNewsbm remarked that Ambassador 
Castro has also conveyed .the:' yiews;.of '.%hV^ 
President Videla ; hae: ; p>r-ticipa$e^ : hls. ^ihrn^dt^^; 

dialogues . •' 
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Mr. Hewaom than outlined tha political * situation axis tent . 
In the United Stataa altar tha sixtlas, ststnoing : f*om ; 
Vietnam and controversies over relations With other govern- 
sent a. He otatod that there la a strong faeling in the 
U.S.* Congreea, reproaented, for^axatapla, by Senator Kennedy • 
and Congressman Preeer < .. that while we ahouid no t interfere . 
In other ate tea, w^:i^^ not - appear to be endorsing the 
pollclea of other g o vaiUMe hts through our assistance 
programs, when it^eppaBt* -'thevhusjeri- rights situations in • 
theae Countries are i^iolt ^eoneiateikt with oormal international 
standards. This predates President Carter 1 a election.* ' • ; : fe. 
When : he v ran ; ^ ,tusxen 7 :rlghta. v Wa andV : '*t- : ' : - : ! :V : ^ 

the' tine, Patricia Dorian was one of. hie national campaign' s . *^ 



The Under Secretary cited the Exiabank altuation ae an > 
>le of e caee 'where' the Executive 40ea not .fttarwsj «... free; ? -| 
; The: Bank currently has authorising lsgitlstion 
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will help me to prevent a positive picture .when I report 
to Washington. ■ .V • ■ 

President Vldele responded that Argentine confronted two 
types of subversive action: one armed end the other 
ideological- Both sought to destroy the Argentine way of 
life end seriously undermined the governing Institutions. 
>. The armed forces Had %6, step in to save the country. 1 v" 
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Hayiqg engaged in combat , borne the brunt of euovarelve ; 
action, end proven to be the only unified Institutions, the 
armed service*, could not now risk internal disunity <wichin 
•• the; mllitary^and^eUbilis^^ V ' 

Argentina is* tern". Argentine had "had no. choice but 
to adopt certain measures. These were mat 
tre^~ ">/i: 



i natters of Argentina 

; full d— oeraeV ntwm V 



Videla stated that Argentina will have full democracy when 
its houee is in order, economically, socially, politically, 
end in the field of internal ^security. 




president Videla stated there- are no "loose groupl'^ operating 
an* longer. He added that^ " " " # ^ 
applied with increae ing 

As i en^e^iisple ::of those we 

to e recent ^German request fox information on eight Of 
their citiaens; ^^^^m^^m^^'Mt^ J " 

murderer i^;^e;:reteaeed:^^the^v 
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Mr. Navaoa rafarrad to four catcgorlaa of datalnaaa, accord- 
ing to tha Mlnirtar of Interior : S'v'.i-...".'- 

' tfcoae arraa tad under military law- and triad by 
military .courta; * 
-» thoaa being hold for tarroriat acta agalnat . '.. 
' who* there la inauf ficient evidence for a 

.. oaiiHetio^i .o^' y V /A^;. '■ \" c 

• - thoaa who . are* balng triad undar civilian law 
and bourtai: and » .': x hc' . ■ . • 

thoae who will be permitted to exerciae cha 
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Hr. Newton their outlined pqaitiye ilgaiv nctably MinUttr 
H««ff ttln<*«««y ,s deciiitm to enforce humanitarian f reatwrit of 
d ?J*iW» >.y the police and ■ecurity forces and Argentine's 
wllllngneM to accelerate the. "right of option" if wo 
receive nore prisoners . Nevson osid he would have difficulty 
howoywr, wit* the question; of indefinite detentions . . 

1 ^* a ^i?^l9^1 ch « ^cw^ncori American, do not understand 
how: individuals can bo hold indefinitely without any trial 
o* opportunity to appear paraonally or ba represented in 
connection with the review of their ceeev: Thia could reaeirt 
•difficult point in explaining tha Argentine human rights 

^situation;;. ; \ •• . ;.• ;, : -i ->-'s':r:-;.r/^x-V'-*> •- ■ T7- ' ''v 

Altar discussing the desirability of .cellr'on' «na>Sufren& : ^' 

an honest picture of hie convocations. . Whatever decision 

j>7. the United States Executive /it would !ik?t Kv * 
• •raflaut^a^Uckvo.f^taraot:^ 
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